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Greetings from Bill & Wendy

With summer in itôs ýnal throes we wake 
each day to the sight of stressed looking 
vines and an empty dam.  With only 76 ml of 
rain since our last newsletter (25 ml and 17m 
of that in two short downpours) the lack of 
water has hit the vines hard.  The cool days 
and nights over the Christmas and New Year 
holidays enabled us to enjoy our celebrations 
in relative comfort. 

Our pleasure was heightened on the 23rd 
December when our eldest daughter 
Belinda and her partner Dr. Vince McIntyre 
announced their engagement when they 
arrived for Christmas.  The wedding is 
planned for July with a reception here at 
Catherine Vale.  

Second daughter Kerry has now entered the 
cycle Race Across America as a solo rider 
and is ýnalizing support vehicles and crew 
for the 10th of June start.  We will be part of 
her team for this remarkable and demanding 
event. (www.raceacrossamerica.com). She 
and husband Stephen will then come to 
Australia for the wedding. 

Jodie and Berten will also make the journey 
from Germany following a summer holiday 
in Greece with Bertenôs family.  Gavin and 
Bec will also return from Colorado in time to 
be present. A major highlight is the decision 
by Wendyôs 93 year old Mother, Winifred to 
make the long journey from California for the 
wedding of her eldest grand-daughter.  She 
will come in the company of Wendyôs sister 
Meredith and will make the occasion so 
much more special.  

Our dog Ayesha is now almost 6 months old 
and struggling with puppy socialization and 
obedience classes but is very much part of 
the family. She has grown rapidly with an 
overtly friendly and excitable personality. 

2007 Vintage

Our Barbera and the Late Harvest Verdelho 
are at this stage the only fruit still on the 
vine.  This means most of our fruit has 
been picked before the date we would have 
begun harvesting in the normal course of 
events.  Whilst our politicians continue to 
debate global warming, climate change and 
drought, here on the ground our vines are 
giving us a message which could have major 
effects on how we manage the vineyard into 
the future.  

The health and resilience of our vines which 
we have mentioned before has seen the 
2007 harvest so far produce excellent fruit 
and the wines are taking shape in very 
pleasing fashion under the watchful eye of 
John Hordern and his team at Hunter Wine 
Services. 

We are conýdent our entry into a second 
decade of wine production with this 2007 
vintage will add to the reputation John has 
built for us with each passing year. 

2006 Wines

The launch of these wines will take place on 
Sunday 25th March beginning at 12 noon.  
An invitation is enclosed with this newsletter 
so join us if you can.  This promises to be 
a very special occasion as we will celebrate 
the 10th vintage of our Chardonnay and 
Semillon. Please RSVP if you are able to 
come so we can adequately cater. This is 
the last Sunday in March and may well be 
the end of Daylight Saving so please check 
on this when the time comes.   

Finishing touches are being applied and the 
wines will be bottled in the next few weeks.  
They look exceptional .  The launch will be a 
day not to be missed and your attendance 
will give you the opportunity to sample and 
purchase at ýrst release prices.  



Current Release Wines

The 2005 wines are now in short supply 
(except the Semillon) but all varieties can still 
be ordered.  This could be your last chance to 
purchase your favourites from this exceptional 
vintage and an order form is enclosed.  Orders 
received before the middle of March will be put 
in a draw for a mixed case of the new 2006 
wines on release.  

The winner of the bottle of Madeira from our 
last newsletter order form was Jon White of  
Wellington.  

Wine Events

We have several events planned here at 
Catherine Vale in the coming months:

Sunday 25th of March    -   Launch 2006 Wines 
- Invitation enclosed

Saturday 21st of April   -    As part of ñA little 
bit of Italy in Brokeò we will host bocce games 
beginning at 11 a.m. for novices and moving up 
the ability scale .Music & an Italian lunch will be 
available and of course our Italian wines will be 
on offer.  Full details of the weekend are on the 
tourism Association web site 
(www.brokefordwich.com.au)

We will be hosting one of three dinners in the 
area in our Anderson Room on the evening 
of the 21st.  We have secured hat chef Barry 
Miecklejohn who cooked the Malaysian meal 
last year to prepare the meal. The meal has 
been set at $95.00 per person by the tourism 
association.  We would love to have you book 
in for this event.  

Sunday 20th May -   Catherine Vale Jazz 
Day (12 noon to 3 p.m.) featuring the popular 
Preservation Jazz Band from Newcastle.  
Lunch will be available with proceeds going to 
Diabetic Research. 

Cellar Door  

A number of you have visited us recently and 
we extend an open invitation to call on us if you 
are in the area.  If you come mid-week please 
phone in advance so we can make sure we are 
at home.  Enjoy wine tasting, a game of bocce 

and make use of our upgraded BBQ area.  Check 
with Wendy about use of our air conditioned 
Anderson Room for private functions.  

Export

We have been a member of the Austrade 
Newstart Program for the last 18 months and 
have sent samples to the US on two occasions. 
We have been given a contact for Sweden so 
samples have just been sent there.  Our Dolcetto 
was used for tasting on the Silversea Cruises 

ñSilver Cloudò a luxury cruise ship touring over 
the New Year period. 

We have also had a contact from China visiting, 
but are not sure where that is going to lead!  

Wine Hunter Marketing

We are members of the above group which  is 
working to have Hunter Semillon and Shiraz , 
in particular, more recognized by wine writers, 
sommeliers and the media throughout Australia.  
The organization over the last 12 months has 
been working hard to get Hunter Wines on the 
Map so to speak.  We have taken part in a few 
of their promotions and Hunter Valley Vineyard 
Association promotions.  We are hoping to hear 
back as to whether we have been accepted for 
the Sydney Chamber of Commerce boardroom 
lunches and functions list and the Australian 
Tourism Awards.  
 
Wine Orders

Use the enclosed form if you need to stock up 
with current releases and note we continue to 
provide free delivery. 

Thank you for those of you who have made an 
effort to visit us over the last couple of months.  
It is always nice to reacquaint ourselves with 
friends of Catherine Vale.  

Yours in wine

Bill and Wendy


